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	Mission Statement:
	
	
	

	UAF and the School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences are committed to providing quality graduate education through small classes, close student-faculty relationships and research and scholarly endeavor. Continuous self-examination, flexibility and openness to innovation enhance the quality of education. 
	1) Graduates should have reached cognitive and personal development to enable responsible participation in the decision making process about natural resources through interpretation of the geographic and geospatial characteristics of northern regions. 
	1) Establish an advanced level of knowledge in geography and the geospatial sciences.
	1) Grades and introductory survey 
· Use grades in geography courses to monitor student’s knowledge.
· Use a knowledge-based questionnaire administered in introductory courses such as GEOG 101: World Regional Geography, to establish baseline data on knowledge of geography and geospatial sciences. 

	
	
	
	

	Goal Statement:

Geography majors will be professionals with knowledge of geography and geospatial sciences and related applied fields to enable them to discover, describe, explain, and interpret the geographic and geospatial characteristics of the earth, with particular focus on northern regions of the earth, leading to responsible decision making for sustainable resource management.
	2) Graduates should be able to synthesize knowledge for applications in geographic,   geospatial, and resource issues to solve problems and be proficient in communicating their knowledge in oral and written format.


	2) Assess the ability of the student to define, analyze and finalize a project to reach meaningful decisions and conclusions.
	2)  Successful completion of GEOG 482: Geography. 

· Use faculty and peer scoresheets for evaluation of oral communication skills. 
· Obtain selected faculty and peer evaluations of written communication skills. 

	
	
	
	

	
	3) Graduates are prepared to enter careers in geography and geospatial sciences. 
	3) Assess the necessity for adjustments in major requirements and the curricula. 

	3) Surveys and interviews

· Administer the knowledge-based questionnaire from 1) above in an informal setting for upper level students.

· Senior exit interviews with the Dean 
· Employer survey (every 5 years)
· Alumni survey (annual)



