December 2009 – Safety Blurb – Hazardous Materials

Now that the holiday season is upon us, we turn our attention to packaging food and gifts in containers to give to our family and friends.   First, I would like to take this opportunity to remind UAF faculty and staff to complete their annual update of their chemical inventories.   While going through the cabinets and storage areas look for outdated materials and inspect each item for container integrity, look for cracks, defects, or aging, all of which could lead to the failure of the container.   Polyethylene containers can become brittle and fail due to age, ultraviolet radiation degradation, or incompatible chemical storage.   Glass containers may be impacted and crack or shatter, or contain an incompatible chemical and fail.

My second holiday reminder to you, if you need to dispose of outdated materials, full waste containers, or containers in which the integrity is questionable is to please use the following procedure to have them removed from your area:       

·          Utilize the UAF Hazardous Materials Transfer Request Forms, which are available upon request from the EHS&RM, Hazmat Section.   

·          Complete the user portion of the UAF “Non-Radioactive Hazardous Material Transfer Request Form.”

·          Fill out and affix required hazardous material label on containers and promptly place in approved hazardous material collection areas.

·          Send the white and yellow copies of the three-part UAF Hazardous Material Transfer Request Form via inter-campus mail to the EHS&RM, Hazmat Section, Box 8145.

·          Retain the pink copy of request form for department or lab records.

·          Upon receipt of the UAF Hazardous Material Transfer Request Form, the EHS&RM, Hazmat Section will call to arrange a pick-up and transfer of all the materials listed on the form to the Hazardous Material Handling Facility.

Remember, there is no cost to your department for the removal and disposal of these materials.

 
Submitted by: Richard Deck, Hazardous Materials Supervisor
