Issue: Accuplacer Placement Test – Writing Sample

Date: 12/3/08; e-mail notes from Mark Beck (reformatted by Linda Curda)

Who: CRCD Student and Enrollment Services Group meeting
 

Dana Thomas (Assistant Provost for General Studies) and a group of folks with Testing and Advising Services met with our CRCD SES group to provide information for the upcoming Accuplacer Placement Test platform, which will be implmented UAF-wide as of Jan 1, 2009.  Our campuses and units will have a training on Monday, Dec 8th.

 

During the course of the discussion the topic of the writing sample was raised, and I was asked to bring it forward to the attention of the CRCD Academic Council. 

 

Concerns:

1. Most of the rural campuses administer the writing sample with the Asset test, but most of them will be switching to the Accuplacer test when it becomes available to offer after Jan 1.  The Asset test will still be available for students who are in low connectivity areas.  
2. Many student services personnel cited frustration and confusion regarding the writing sample and whether it is required or not.  One campus indicated that only two English faculty actually provide the information needed, while others simply don't respond, or don't realize that this is a CRCD policy.  This is particularly a problem because clearing students for placement is required now due to mandatory placement.  In some instances it is holding this process up and students are not able to register on time.

3. There is also the question of consistent application.  TVC doesn't administer the writing sample.  Other campuses are unsure about the policy, which according to Dana Thomas was approved by the CRCD Academic Council approximately 19 years ago (according to a recent discussion he had with Ron).  There are no archived minutes or actions available to reference (something the current Council/Faculty Task Force is addressing for present/future activity).

4. Patty White, with Testing Services, indicated that the Fairbanks campus English faculty administer a writing sample for all students on the first day of class, rather than at the time of the placement test.  This might be why TVC doesn't administer the writing sample.  Students who don't place high enough on the test are encouraged to drop/add to a more appropriate course level.  This would be somewhat problematic for our students.  Ruth can drop/add them even beyond the CRCD drop deadline, but there is the question of books and how to get them to the students in time (cost factors also with that).  

5. One significant benefit of Accuplacer is that it's web-based and can be offered (with a proctor on site) from any internet-connected computer.  According to Linda Hapsmith, there is no block for placement currently associated with Accuplacer for students not doing the Writing Sample.  So a student can place without taking it; someone would have to manually monitor that and do a manual block of those students, if this is in fact CRCD policy.

6. Dana Thomas cited a potential accreditation issue if there are different placement standards across UAF.   He also mentioned that the SADA committee of the Faculty Senate is currently proposing a universal policy regarding requirement of the writing sample (NOTE from Mark:  I have not seen the actual wording, but can contact Cindy Hardy or Jayne Harvie to see if we can get that).  

 

Just to note, there was a lot of frustration expressed, because the policy is not clear, not consistently applied, and many faculty are not even aware of it, or whether or not is should be administered.

