Syllabus:  Geoscience 482/682 

Geology Seminar:  Friday  3:30 – 4:30  201 Natural Sciences      1 credit    

Sarah J. Fowell    Office: 326 Natural Sciences     Phone: 474-7810     E-mail: ffsjf@uaf.edu

Office Hours:  Mon. 10:30 AM -12:30 PM    Wed. 1:00 – 3:00 PM    Or by appointment

Attendance:  Attending the weekly geology seminar is an excellent way to learn about recent developments in a variety of geologic disciplines.  Each talk provides a relatively brief introduction to a subject that you may, or may not, wish to study in more detail.  Since you are taking the seminar for credit, attendance is crucial.  All students are required to attend at least 10 of the 13 weekly seminars.  A sign-in sheet will be available every week.  Please be sure to sign in at the beginning of each seminar you attend!  That’s how I’ll know that you were present.  In addition, there will be a short meeting after each seminar to collect papers and discuss the presentation.

Undergraduate Students (Geos 482):  

(  Attend at least 10 seminars.  

(  For 3 of these seminars, summarize the content of the seminar in a paragraph or two (your 

summary should be approximately 1 page, double-spaced).  Summaries are due the week after the seminar. 

(  For 2 of these seminars, prepare a 1-2 page critique of the presentation and content.  Critiques 

are due the week after the seminar.

(  Choose one seminar topic to investigate more thoroughly.  Read 2 related papers on the 

subject.  Then compare and contrast the information in the papers with the material presented in the seminar.  How does the work presented in the seminar add to previous studies?  Does the speaker agree or disagree with previous results?  What is significant about the speaker’s findings?  Your paper should fill approximately 4 double-spaced pages, not including references.  Papers are due 2 weeks after the seminar.

Graduate Students (Geos 682):  

(  Attend at least 10 seminars.  

(  For 3 of these seminars, summarize the content of the seminar in a paragraph or two (your 

summary should be approximately 1 page, double-spaced).  Summaries are due the week after the seminar. 

(  For 2 of these seminars, prepare a 1-2 page critique of the presentation and content.  Critiques 

are due the week after the seminar.

(   Choose two seminar topics to investigate more thoroughly.  Read 3 related papers on the 

subject.  Then compare and contrast the information in the papers with the material presented in the seminar.  How does the work presented in the seminar add to previous studies?  Does the speaker agree or disagree with previous results?  What is significant about the speaker’s findings?  Your paper should fill approximately 5 double-spaced pages, not including references.  Papers are due 2 weeks after the seminar.

Grades:  Final grades will be based on the number of seminars attended.  You must attend 10 or more seminars and complete all of the writing assignments outlined above if you wish to receive an ‘A’ in the course.  In addition, grades will be determined by the quality of the written work.    

Tentative Seminar Schedule

	Date
	Title
	Speaker
	Affiliation

	Jan 26
	Exploring the notion and implications

of a north Pacific Rim Orogenic Stream:

The Counter-Clockwise Movement of

a Raft of Continental Crust from British

Columbia Toward Kamchatka


	David Scholl
	Sydney Chapman Professor,

University of Alaska Fairbanks



	Feb 2
	Interactions between climate and tectonics in the eastern Himalaya


	Mandy Booth
	Alaska Stable Isotope Facility

	Feb 9
	Coal fire:  Mapping, monitoring, modeling, and emission trading
	Anupma Prakash
	Geophysical Institute and 

Dept. of Geology & Geophysics,

University of Alaska Fairbanks

	Feb 16
	Paleoceanography of the Gulf of Alaska
	  Bruce Finney

&

Jason Addison
	School of Fisheries and 

Ocean Sciences

&

Dept. of Geology and Geophysics

University of Alaska Fairbanks

	Feb 23


	TBA


	
	

	March 2
	Seismic stratigraphy of the Miocene-Pliocene Segitiga Platform, East Natuna Sea Indonesia:  The origin, growth, and demise of an isolated carbonate platform


	Steven Bachtel
	ConocoPhillips Co., Houston,TX;

AAPG Distinguished Lecturer

	March 9
	TBA


	Patricia Heiser
	Dept. of Geography,

University of Alaska Fairbanks

	March 16
	Spring Break 


	
	

	March 23
	Good vibrations:  The role of seismology in hydrocarbon production and development, North Slope, Alaska


	Todd Shearer
	BP Exploration Alaska

	March 30
	Tectonic evolution of the coastal orogen, SE Alaska
	Maria Luisa

Crawford
	Dept. of Geology

Bryn Mawr College



	April 6
	TBA


	
	

	April 13
	TBA


	
	

	April 20
	Geothermal Exploration at 

Chena Hot Springs, 2005-2006


	Amanda Kolker
	Dept. of Geology & Geophysics,

University of Alaska Fairbanks

	April 27
	Nanook Springfest / AGS Meeting


	
	

	May 4
	Seeing beneath Mt. Everest:  Deep structures beneath the high Himalaya


	Anne Sheehan
	University of Colorado, Boulder;

IRIS/SSA Distinguished Lecturer


