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Çatalhöyük: 
The Bioarchaeology of an Early 
Farming  Society in Transition  

The bioarchaeological record of human remains viewed 
in the context of ecology, subsistence, and living 
circumstances provides a fundamental resource for 
interpreting the impact of plant and animal 
domestication in the late Pleistocene and early/middle 
Holocene. For Western Asia, Çatalhöyük (7400-600 cal 
BC) in central Anatolia, presents a comprehensive, 
contextualized setting for interpreting living conditions in 
this highly dynamic period of human history. 
 
Employing demography, biogeochemistry, 
biomechanics, growth and development, and 
palaeopathology, this talk focuses on addressing the 
question: 
 
What were the implications of farming and agricultural 
intensification, increasing sedentism, and population 
growth for health and lifestyle in this early farming 
community? 
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