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Indus Tradition Trade & Technology: 
New Insights from Harappa, Mesopotamia & 
the Gulf Region  
Ongoing analysis of raw materials and finished objects 
at Harappa provide new evidence for the presence of 
long distance trade networks during the Upper 
Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods. These networks were 
still in place during the initial agro-pastoral settlement of 
Harappa (>3700-2800 BCE). 
 
The development of specialized crafting of marine shell 
ornaments, stone beads and seals at Harappa during 
the subsequent Kot Diji and Harappa Phases will be 
discussed along with the links to more distant resource 
areas and trade partners. A comparison with stone 
beads and other objects found at Gulf sites in Oman 
and Mesopotamia  will be included to highlight the 
complex patterns of craft production that yield clues into 
the nature of these early exchanges. 
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