
Tanacross Language Class 1 October 25, 2001 

Tanacross Language Class 
October 25, 2001 
 

Pronouns 
shih ‘I’, ‘me’ neex_on ‘we’, ‘us’ 
nen  ‘you’ nuhxon ‘you all’ 
na[an ‘that one’ (‘she’, ‘he’) na[an iin ‘those ones’, ‘they’, ‘them’ 

 

Plural iin 
Following a noun referring to people it may indicate plural, more than one. 

dendeh ‘man’ 
dendeey iin ‘men’ 
ts&e;hxeey ‘woman’ 
ts&e;hxeey iin ‘women’ 
do;o$  ‘who?’ 
do;o iin$ ‘who all?’ 

 
With objects it may mean ‘among other things’, especially in a list. 

Eek iin e;Â, ch&ehtle;& iin e;Â, kentsi•i•th iin e;Â na;dze;ls_h_aa. 
‘We’re wearing shirts, pants, and shoes, among other things.’ 

Contrastive focus du;& 
Follows a noun phrase to indicate contrast, ‘as for …’ 

shih du;&, as for me, 
nen du;&, as for you, 
nen du;&$ how about you? 
ts&e;hxeey iin du;&, as for the women, 
ts&e;hxeey iin e=eg& du;&, as for the womens’ shirts,  

 

Distibutive na;- 
Sometimes when we are referring to more than one person doing something we want to 
emphasize that they are doing the actions individually rather than as a whole. For example, when 
a group of people is sitting, we may wish to emphasize the fact that they are each sitting on their 
own individual chair rather than all together on one chair. This can be achieved with the 
distributive na;- inserted into the left side of the verb. 
 

tthee xahsho;g de;edlah rocks are lying on the ground 
tthee xahsho;g na;de;edlah rocks are lying scattered about on the ground 
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Phrases 

Wu&e=eg& nts&e; e;ltsi•i•$ What does his shirt look like$  
(What color is his shirt$) 

Nee&e=eg& nts&e; na;&e;ltsi•i•$ What do our shirts look like$  
(What color are our shirts$) 

Ts&e;hxeey iin du;& nuh&e=eg& na;de;lt&eÂ, As for the women, your shirts are red, 

e[y gha tl&a[an neex_on du;& e=eg& deldle[edz 
nadzels_h_ah. 

and as for us, we are wearing blue shirts. 

Nts&e; xetde•&e•$ What are they doing$ 

Dina;dzeltth&ih. We&re sitting. 

D‰i na;dze;ls_h_ah. What are we all wearing$ 

Kentsi•i•th nts&e; e;ltsiin s_h_‰i na;dzel&e;etth$ What color shoes are we wearing$ 

Neekentsë•i•dh& nts&e; na;&e;ltsi•i•$ What color are our shoes$ 

Neex_on du;&, neekentsë•i•dh& de;ltthox, 
tl&a[an nuhxon du;&, kentsi•i•th delgaay 
s_h_‰i na;de;dhal&e;etth. 

As for us, our shoes are brown, and as for you 
guys, you&re wearing white shoes. 

Taag ts&elt&eh ts&‰•& neekentsë•i•dh& de;ltthox. The three of us have brown shoes. 

Sh&e;Â stadaxde;dha;h&a•a•. You all have really confused me. 

Medhildax$ Did you forget it$ 

K&a;hme;n da•;&a• ghi•hsha;atth$ Did it snow this morning$ 

A•a•, ghi•hsha;atth. Yes, it snowed. 

Nna•a• nde;e e;edah$ Where does your mother live$ 

Na&ande;g shna•a• eedah. Mother lives way up there in. 

Na&ande;g des_h_ax eedah. Her house is way up there. 

Nahsh_o;g d‰i xe;de;edlah$ What all lying there on the ground$ 

TuutiiÂ e;Â xeeÂ e;Â nahs_h_o;g xe;de;edlah. A cup and a pack are lying on the ground 
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Ls_aaz nahs_h_o;g xe;na;de;edlah. There&s money scattered on the ground. 

Shnandeddh d‰i e;e&a•a•$ What (compact object) is in front of me$ 

K&etl&ad‰idaay shnandeddh e;e&a•a•. There&s a chair sitting in front of me. 

Ko;n&teg shnandeddh xunÂ_e•e•. The doorway is in front of me. 

Shghahdo;g. Shghahsho;g. From me up. From me down. 

Tena;ts&atdek. We&re each tired. 
 


