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I . What do you need to know about each conjuncti on i n order to use i t? 
(what information needs to be in the lexical entry for each conjunction?) 

• what it sounds like 
• what it means 
• what kinds of constituents it conjoins 
• whether right dislocation is possible 
• whether one of its coordinates can be a previous sentence (i.e. whether it can begin a 

sentence) 
• (whether it has other uses) 

 
d¼¼ ÔandÕ/Ôand thenÕ 
clauses: 
(1) Yah Õ¦¦yÁÁ d¼¼ dah neezdÁ. 
 3-in 3-enter.P Conj up 3-sit.P 
 S/he came in and sat down. 
 
(2) Ntsaa d¼¼ ndaaz. 
 3-big Conj 3-heavy 
 It is big and heavy (as in describing a box, boulder, etc.). 
 
noun phrases: 
(3) Naaly¢h¢ yÁ sidÁh¦ d¼¼ beÕesdz££ tsÕ¦dÁ ÕÁÂahÁj¥Õ nÁÕÁÂtÕohgo nÁtÕoh yee ÕÁdiÕniig£. 

trader                    Conj 3-wife  very  constant 3-smoke-GO cigarette  3-refl-kill.F  
The trader and his wife are killing themselves, constantly smoking cigarettes. (YM 
1987:17) 

(4) Sitsil¦ d¼¼ shideezh¦ tÕÁÁ Õaheen¦Âtso. 
 1-little.brother Conj 1-little.sister just recip-3-size 
 My little brother and little sister are the same height. (YM 1987:52) 
 
postpositional phrases: 
 
(5) JooÂ Õatiin ts¢Õnaa d¼¼ Õan¦tÕiÕ bÁÁtis Õah¦¦Âhan. 

ball road across Conj fence 3-over 3-1-throw.Pf 
I threw the ball across the road and over the fence. 

 
 

d¼¼                                ÔandÕ 
[ S1 d¼¼ S2]         ÔS1 and S2Õ 
Conj oi ns ( non- st at i ve)  c l auses,  noun phr ases,  

post posi t i onal  phr ases,  encl i t i c  phr ases,  
post posi t i ons 

Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  somet i mes possi bl e 
Cannot  begi n a sent ence 
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ÕÁÁd¼¼ Ôand thenÕ 
 
(6) ChÕiyÁÁn Õ¦¦shÂaa ÕÁÁd¼¼ daÕiid££Õ. 
 Food 1-make.P Conj 1Pl-eat.P 

I cooked and then we ate. (YM 1987:1) 
 

(7) TÂÕ¢¢d£ÁÕ dib¢ chÕ¦n¦j¢¢Õ yiistsÕ££Õ ÕÁÁd¼¼ tÕ¼¼ ` l¢¦ ts¢ deezÕÁh¦  
last-night sheep out-3-escape.P 3-sound.P Conj merely over-there rock out-3-jut.P  

bizÁnÁghah g¼neÕ Õahosoolts Õ££Õ. 
3-behind areal-in SUP-areal-disappear-sound.P 

Last night the sheep got out of the corral and the sound they made disappeared over there 
around the point of the ridge. (YM 1987:8) 
 

Stative (neuter) verbs cannot be coordinated with ÕÁÁd¼¼: 
 
(8) *Nizh¼n¦ ÕÁÁd¼¼ Õ¦l». 
 3-pretty  Conj  3-expensive 
 It is pretty and then expensive. 
 
Right dislocation is possible with ÕÁÁd¼¼ when postpositional phrases are coordinated: 
 
(9) JooÂ Õatiin ts¢Õnaa Õah¦¦Âhan ÕÁÁd¼¼ Õan¦tÕiÕ bÁÁtis. 

ball road across 3-1-throw.Pf Conj fence 3-over 
I threw the ball across the road and over the fence. 

 
ÕçÁd¼¼ can be used to begin a sentence, showing continuity with previous utterances in the 
discourse, as in (10). 

 
(10)  Õç Ád¼¼ d¦kw¦¦ sh»» nÁÁn¢¦sk£ªgo Õ¦nda Â»»Õ biÂ dah diij¢¢Õ. 
 Conj several probably days.later Conj horse 3-with off 3-depart.P 

And then several days later they set off on horseback. (YM 1987:9) 
 
 
hÁÁlÁ and bi ni i naa  ÔbecauseÕ 
 
With hÁÁlÁ, the effect appears first and the cause second: 
 
(11) ñ»»Õ Âizhin¦g¦¦ nayiisniiÕ hÁÁlÁ Õ¢¦ biÂ nizh¼n¦. 
 horse black-Nom 3-3-buy.P Conj that 3-with 3-beautiful 
 S/he bought the black horse because it is beautiful to him/her. 
 

ÕÁÁd¼¼           Ôand t henÕ 
[ S1 ÕÁÁd¼¼ S2]        ÔS1 and then S2Õ 
Conj oi ns c l auses,  post posi t i onal  

phr ases 
Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  possi bl e 
Can begi n a sent ence 
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With biniinaa the effect is second and the cause is first: 
 
(12) ÕAd££d££Õ Õay¼o deesdoigo bi ni i naa shib¢¢gashii ÕaÂtso 

yesterday very hot- go  because my-cattle all 
taah yikai. 
into-water got-into 

Because it was so hot yesterday, my cattle all got into the water.Õ (YM 1987:795) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÕÁko, so, so that, so then 
 ÒNormalÓ cases 
 
(13) DeeskÕaaz nÁhÁsdl»»Õ ÕÁko bee honeezdoo¦ shÁ hÁnÁÁgiz. 
 3-cold iter-3-be.P Conj 3-by-means-of areal-warm-Nom 1-for iter-turn.P 
 It has gotten cold again so I had the heater turned back on for me. 
 
(14) Dit£ ÕÁko ntÂÕiz. 
 3-thick Conj 3-sturdy 
 It is thick so it is sturdy. 
 
 
ÕÁko with Imperatives 
 
(15) S¢dÁadoo ÕÁko d¦¦nÁÁÂ. 
 1-sit-fut Conj 2-come.F 
 IÕll be staying home so come (over). 
 
(16) D¦iloh ÕÁko b¦diÕdoodliÂ. 
 3-2-rope.F Conj 3-3-will-brand.F 
 Rope it so that it can be branded. 
 
(17) ñeetsÕaaÕ biiÕ tÁÁdaagis¦  ÂeetsÕaaÕ biih nin¦¦Â ÕÁko tÁidoogis. 
 dishwasher dishes 3-in 2-put.F.PlO Conj 3-3-wash.F 
 Put the dishes in the dishwasher so that it can wash them. 
 
(18) ñeetsÕaaÕ tÁidoogis ÕÁko ÂeetsÕaaÕ biiÕ tÁÁdaagis¦  biih nin¦¦Â.  
 Dishes 3-3wash.F Conj dishwasher 3-in 3-2-put.F.PlO  
 The dishwasher can do the dishes so put them (the dishes) in (the dishwasher). 
 

hÁÁlÁ   ÔbecauseÕ 
[ S1 hÁÁlÁ S2]  ÔBecause of  S2, S1Õ 
conj oi ns c l auses 
Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  not  possi bl e 

 

biniinaa   ÔbecauseÕ  
[ S1- go biniinaa S2]  ÔBecause of  S1, S2Õ 
connect s a modi f i er  wi t h a mai n c l ause 
Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  not  possi bl e 

ÕÁko           so,  so t hat  
[ S1 ÕÁko S2]     ÔBecause of  S1,  S2Õ 
conj oi ns c l auses 

 

ÕÁko (with imperatives) 
[S1 ÕÁko S2IMP] ÔBecause S1 i s  t r ue,  make S2 t r ueÕ 
[S1 IMP ÕÁko S2] ÔBecause S2 i s  t r ue,  make S1 t r ueÕ 
conj oi ns c l auses 
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Complex conjuncti ons wi th ÕÁko  
ÕÁko Õ¦nda,  when, then 
 
While ÕÁko and Õ¦nda can be used independently, they can also be combined.  The pattern [S1 ÕÁko 
Õ¦nda S2] indicates that the condition described in S1 must occur before the condition described in 
S2 can happen: 
 
(19) Õç Âts¢ naaltsoos ÕiishÕÁÁd ÕÁko Õ¦nda yiitÕash doo. 
 First paper 3-3-throw.P Conj  1-dpl-go.F future 

Let me mail a letter; only then can we go. 
 

(20) Chizh ÂaÕ Õahid¦ÂkaaÂ  ÕÁko Õ¦nda nichÕ¥Õ nÕdeeshÂ¢¢Â.  
 Firewood some 3-2-chop.P Conj then 2-to 1-pay.F 

IÕll pay you when you chop some wood (and not before), I wonÕt pay you until you chop 
some wood.  (YM 1987:77) 

In cases like this, clause order is significant. 
 
ÕÁko ndi   even so, even then 
Used as a conjunction by itself, ndi works like the English conjunction but.  Ndi can also be 
combined with ÕÁko, having the approximate meaning Ôbut even thenÕ: 
 
(21) D¦¦ chid¦ Õay¼o dilwoÕ haÕn¦ ÕÁko ndi  doo baa j¦¦n¦shÂ¦i  da. 

This car very 3-fast 3-say.P  Conj neg 3-about  4-1-rely.P neg 
They say this car is fast but even so I donÕt have any expectation for it. 

 
ÕÁko sh»» Õ¦nda,  then onl y 
The conjunction complex ÕÁko sh»» Õ¦nda indicates the meaning ÔOnly if/after S1is true, will S2 be 
trueÕ. The order of the clauses is significant: 
 
(22) Õç Âah Õaleehgo chÕiyÁÁn ÕÁdadiiln¦¦Â ÕÁko sh»» Õ¦nda din¢ ndahidookah. 
 Meeting-Comp food 3-1-Pl-make.F Conj people 3-Pl.will-arrive.F 

During the meeting letÕs cook some food; only then will people surely come.  
 
This conjunction complex can also appear after a clause bearing the enclitic -go: 
(23) Diyog¦ nin¦tÂÕ! Ðgo ÕÁko sh»» Õ¦nda shib¢eso tÕÁÁ h¼l! Ð doo. 
 Rug 3-1-weave.P-Comp Conj 1-money just 3-exist future. 
 I may have some money only when I finish weaving the rug. 
 



Dene Languages Conference, Yellowknife 

doodago or 
 
(24) NimÁ sÁn¦ bÁ ÕatooÕ n¦d¦n¦¦Âdoh doodago hÁadida biÂ Õad¦¦y»»Â. 
 2-grandmother (mat.) 3-for stew revers.heat-F Conj somewhere 3-with 2-eat.F 

Reheat the stew for your grandmother or else eat with her somewhere (in a restaurant). 
 
(25) Nizh¼n¦¦sh doodago nichx!!Õ¦¦sh? 
 3-pretty-Q Conj  3-ugly-Q 
 Is it pretty or is it ugly? 
 
(26) Charlie doodago Daniel n¦kÁ ÕadoolwoÂ. 
 Charlie Conj Daniel 2-after SUP-will-run.F 
 Either Charlie will help you or Daniel. 
 
(27) Charlie n¦kÁ ÕadoolwoÂ doodago Daniel. 
 Charlie 2-after SUP-will-run.F Conj Daniel 
 Either Charlie will help you or Daniel. 
 
 
doodai iÕ or 
 
(28) Sh¦kÁ ÕanÁn¦lwoÕ doodai iÕ tÕÁadoo shaa nÁn¦tÕ¦n¦.  
 1-after  3-run.Iter Conj  just-neg 1-to 2-1-bother.I 

Help me or else don't bother me! (YM 1987:350) 
 
(29)  ñizhin¦g¦¦ doodai iÕ Âigaa¦g¦¦  shaa n¦Õaah. 
 Black-NOM Conj white-NOM 1-to 2-give.I 

Give me either the black one or the white one. (YM 1987:350) 
 
(30) ÕIÕ¦¦Õ£ªgo dah d¦n¦ilghaazh ÕÁd¦¦l¢¢Â  doodai iÕ nÁneeskaad¦. 
 evening    fry bread Indef.  2-make.F Conj.  tortilla 
 This evening either make fry bread or tortilla. 
 
 
-i iÕ  Ôand, and thereuponÕ 
 
(31) TÕ¼¼ tÁÕÁdeesgizi iÕ Õ¦¦y££Õ. 
 just 3-reflex-wash.P-Conj 3-eat.P 
 S/he just washed up and ate. 
 

doodago     Ôor Õ 
conj oi ns c l auses,  noun phr ases,  

post posi t i onal  phr ases,  and 
encl i t i c  phr ases 

Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  possi bl e 

 

doodaii'       Ôor Õ 
conj oi ns c l auses,  noun phr ases,  

post posi t i onal  phr ases,  and 
encl i t i c  phr ases 

Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  possi bl e 

 

-iiÕ                 Ôand,  and t her euponÕ 

[ S1- ii’ S2]        ÔS1 and S2Õ 
Connect s c l auses 
Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  somet i mes possi bl e 

 



Dene Languages Conference, Yellowknife 

right dislocation: 
(32) NÁniÕn¦Âkaadgo Õ¦¦y££Õ tÁÕÁdeesgizi iÕ. 
 3-3-herd.P-GO 3-eat.P 3-reflex-wash.P-Conj 
 When he herded (the sheep) back, he ate, after washing himself. 
 
Õ¦nda  Ôand onl y thenÕ 
Here is an example of a particle that is not a conjunction:  
 
(33) NeezdÁago Õ¦nda yiy¦¦Âts£. 
 3-sit.P-Comp only.then 3-3-see.P 
 Only when s/he sat down did s/he see it. 
 
(34) ÕAd££d££Õ Õ¦nda chid¦ naanaÕ¦ nis¢Âb££z. 
 yesterday only.then car 3-crawl-Nom  3-1-drive.P 

Yesterday was the first time that I ever drove a tractor.  (YM 1987:472) 
 
Õànda connects a temporal adverb to the main clause. 
 
 
l¢iÕ  ÔbecauseÕ, Ôinasmuch asÕ or Ôin view of  the f act thatÕ 
 
(35) Kii Â»»Õ yizloh l¢iÕ y¦ÕdiiÂ¦¦d. 
 Kii horse 3-3-rope.SP  Conj 3-3-brand.I 
 Kii has roped the horse and is branding it. 
 
(36) T¼ niidooii l¢iÕ bee tÁÕÁd¢sgis. 
 water warm.P Conj  3-by means of  Reflex1.wash.P 
 Since the water got hot, I washed myself with it. 
 
ndi   but 
 
(37) Hastiin Tsii'agod¦ doo naat'Áanii nl»i da ndi  'ay¼o 'Ád¦h¼ln¦¦h.  
 Mr. Shorthair neg boss 3-be neg Conj very SUP-3-bossy 

Mr. Shorthair is not the boss, but he's very bossy. (YM 1987:12) 
 

(38) Nizh¼n¦ ndi  Õ¦l». 
 3-pretty  Conj  3-expensive 

It is pretty but itÕs expensive. 
 
 
 

Õ¦nda      Ôand onl y  t henÕ 
[ S1- go '¦nda S2]         ÔS2 onl y af t er  S1Õ 
[ Adv  '¦nda S]           ÔS onl y af t er  AdvÕ 
connect s t empor al  adver b t o mai n c l ause 
Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  not  possi bl e 

 

l¢iÕ          Ôi n v i ew of  t he f ac t  t hat Õ 

[ S1 l¢iÕ S2]            Ôbecause of  S1,  S2Õ 
conj oi ns c l auses 
Ri ght  di s l ocat i on i s  not  possi bl e 

 

ndi     but  
[ S1 ndi S2]    ÔS1 but  S2Õ 
conj oi ns c l auses 
r i ght  di s l ocat i on not  possi bl e 
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` tÕ¢¢Õ past (a subordi nator?) 
 
(39) ÕAd££d££Õ nÁÕiiy¢lÁÁÕ ` tÕ¢¢Õ `das¢sdo.  
 Yesterday SUP-1-pick.P past 1-sore.SP 
 I picked pinyon yesterday and I got sore (physically) as a result. 
 
(40) Hastiin Â¢¢chªªÕ¦ biiÂts£ª ` tÕ¢¢Õ nÁbidiiÂÕin. 
 man  dog 3-3-see.P Conj  3-3-bark.CI 

When the dog saw the man it started barking at him. 
 
(41) Õî ÂtaÕ g¼neÕ yah Õaheej¢eÕgo sh»» shimÁ chÕ¢¢h hÁnihid¢ezÕ»»Õ ` tÕ¢¢Õ.  
 school areal-in 3-into 1pl-run.P-GO probably 1-mother in-vain  out-3-look.I past 

When we went (ran) into the classroom my mother probably looked all over for us. (YM 
1987:9) 
 

(42) *Hastiin Â¢¢chªªÕ¦ biiÂts£ª nÁbidiiÂÕin. 
 man  dog 3-3-see.P 3-3-bark.CI 

When the dog saw the man it started barking at him. 
 

~ tÕ¢¢ can also appear at the beginning of a clause in a discourse to indicate that after the event 
described in the preceding sentence was completed, the next event occurred: 
 
(43) Sh£ªÕj»Õ chÕ¦n¦yÁÁ l¢iÕ k!! sidÁ. 

sun-in out-3-go.P LÝIÕ here 3-sit.sPN (si-P neuter) 
He came out into the sunlight and sat there. 

 
 N¦ tÕ¢¢ ¢¦ NaÕash!Õii DichÕ¦shii, IÕniÕ chÕ¢¢h biiÂx¢ego chÕ¢¢h ÕÁb¦¦ÂÕ¥¥d lÁ. 

NàTÕÝÝ TOP Horned Toad Lightning in.vain 3-3-kill.I-GO in.vain 3-3-do.P emph 
Then, Lightning tried in vain to kill Horned Toad. (ç Âch¦n¦ bÁ haneÕ I:35) 
 

The particle can also be used on a noun phrase to indicate that the individual described by the noun 
is deceased or ÔformerÕ: 
 
(44) ShimÁ sÁn¦ ` tÕ¢¢Õ yee shiÂ hoolneÕ. 
 1-mother old past 3-of 1-with 3-tell.P 

My late grandmother (mat.) (now deceased) told me about it. (YM 1987:678) 
 
 

` tÕ¢¢Õ               past  
[S1 ` tÕ¢¢Õ S2]    ÔS1[ past ]  and S2Õ 

connect s c l auses 
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y¤" d£ª Õ   past (a subordi nator?) 
Unlike ` tÕ¢¢, y¤! d£ªÕ cannot appear at the end of a main clause: 
 
(45) Bichid¦ yichÐÕ y¤" d££Õ Õashkii tÕÁaniÕ nÁlwod. 
 3-vehicle 3-P-ruin past boy on.foot 3-P-return 
 The boy returned on foot when his car broke down. 
 
(46) *ÕAshkii bichid¦ yichÐÕ y¤" d££Õ. 
 boy 3-vehicle 3-P-ruin past 
 (The boyÕs car broke down.) 
 
Other i ssues: 
I . Postposi ti onal  Phrases, Encl i ti c Phrases, and Postposi ti ons 
 
The Basics  
Postpositional Phrases can be coordinated using such conjunctions as d¼¼ ÔandÕ, doodago ÔorÕ, 
doodaiiÕ ÔorÕ: 
 
(47) JooÂ Õatiin ts¢Õnaa d¼¼ Õan¦tÕiÕ bÁÁtis Õah¦¦Âhan. 

ball road across Conj fence 3-over 3-1-throw.Pf 
I threw the ball across the road and over the fence. 

 
(48) Ts¢dÁaj¥Õ doodago dziÂ bigh£ªÕj¥Õ¦sh n¦¦n¦ÕnaÕ? 
 cliff-to Conj mountain 3-on-to-Q 1-crawl.NP 
 Did you crawl to the edge of the cliff or to the top of the mountain? 
 
(49) JooÂ Õatiin ts¢Õnaa doodai iÕ Õan¦tÕiÕ¦ bÁhÁtish¦sh Õah¦¦n¦Âhan? 

ball road across Conj fence 3-over-Q 3-1-throw.P 
Did you throw the ball across the road or over the fence? 

 
Two enclitic phrases, consisting of a noun phrase and a postpositional enclitic, can be 
coordinated:  
 
(50) Ts¢ÕÁÁnd¤¤Õ d¼¼ ts¢dÁaj¥Õ ninishÕnaÕ. 
 cave-from Conj cliff-to 1-crawl.P 
 I crawled out of the cave and to the edge of the cliff. 
 
It is also possible to coordinate two enclitic phrases where one is a noun phrase with a 
postpositional enclitic and the other is a postpositional phrase with a postpositional enclitic: 
 
(51) Ts¢dÁaj¥Õ d¼¼ dziÂ bigh£ªÕj¥Õ ninishÕnaÕ. 
 cliff-to Conj mountain 3-on-to 1-crawl.P 
 I crawled to the edge of the cliff and to the top of the mountain. 
 
The next examples involve coordination of postpositions rather than postpositional phrases: 

y¤! d£ªÕ   past 
[S1 y¤! d£ªÕ S2]   ÔS1[ past ]  and S2Õ 

connect s c l auses 
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(52) KÕaaÕ Õan¦ÕÁ biyaa d¼¼ bÁÁtis ÕayiistÕoh. 

arrow bridge 3-under Conj 3-across 3-3-shot.P 
S/he shot arrows over the bridge and under it. 
 

(53) KÕaaÕ¦sh Õan¦ÕÁ biyaa doodago daatsÕ¦ bÁÁtis ÕayiistÕoh? 
Arrow-Q bridge 3-under Conj possibly 3-over 3-3-shot.P 
Did s/he possibly shoot arrows under or over the bridge? 

 
In the examples below, the postposition biyaa is coordinated with bikÁÁÕg¼¼, which consists of the 
postposition bikÁÁÕ followed by the postpositional enclitic -g¼¼: 

 
(54) KÕaaÕ Õan¦ÕÁ biyaa d¼¼ bikÁÁÕg¼¼ ÕayiistÕoh. 

arrow bridge 3-under Conj 3-top-along 3-3-shot.P 
S/he shot arrows under the bridge and along the top of it. 

 
(55) KÕaaÕ¦sh  Õan¦ÕÁ biyaa doodai iÕ daatsÕ¦ bikÁÁÕg¼¼ ÕayiistÕoh? 

Arrow-Q bridge 3-under Conj possibly 3-along.top 3-3-shot.P 
Did s/he shoot arrows under or possibly along the top of the bridge? 

 
Coordinating postpositional phrases with postpositional enclitic phrases 
 
(56) NÁstÁÁn ts¢ÕÁÁnd¤¤Õ chÕ¦n¦mÁÁz. 

log rock  cave-from out-3-roll.P  
The log rolled out of the cave. 

 
(57) NÁstÁÁn ts¢ yikÕi chÕ¦n¦mÁÁz. 

log rock 3-over out-3-roll.P  
The log rolled out over the rock. 

 
Attempting to coordinate ts¢ÕÁÁnd¤¤Õ with ts¢ yikÕi, however, results in an unacceptable sentence: 
 
(58) *NÁstÁÁn ts¢ yikÕii d¼¼ ts¢ÕÁÁnd¤¤Õ chÕ¦n¦mÁÁz. 

log rock 3-over Conj cave-from out-3-roll.P  
(The log rolled out of the cave and over the rock.) 

 
The conclusion is that nouns carrying postpositional enclitics cannot be coordinated with 
postpositional phrases containing free postpositions. 
 
However, enclitic phrases that are constructed of a postpositional phrase and an enclitic can be 
coordinated with postpositional phrases:  
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(59) Chid¦ naatÕaÕ¦ hooghan yikÁÁÕg¼¼ d¼¼ dziÂ yªªh chÕ¦n¦saal. 
Airplane house 3-over-along Conj mountain-over 3-alongside over-3-fly.P 
The airplane flew over the house and along the mountain. 

 
(60) KÕaaÕ Õatiinj¥Õ d¼¼ ts¢Õnaa ÕayiistÕoh. 

arrow road-up.to Conj across 3-3-shot.P 
S/he shot arrows up to the road and across it. 

 
Cases with incorporated postpositions 
 
(61) Chid¦ bikeeÕ shikeeÕ yikÕiimÁÁz ÕÁÁd¼¼ nikeeÕ yikÕiimÁÁz. 
 car 3-shoe 1-shoe 3-over-3-roll.P Conj 2-shoe 3-over-3-roll.P 
 The tire rolled over my shoe and then it rolled over your shoe. 
 
(62) *Chid¦ bikeeÕ shikeeÕ yikÕi d¼¼ nikeeÕ yikÕiimÁÁz. 
 car 3-shoe 1-shoe 3-over Conj 2-shoe 3-over-3-roll.P 
 (The tire rolled over my shoe and your shoe.) 
 
Instead, the two noun phrases can be coordinated and taken as the object of the incorporated 
postposition: 
 
(63) Chid¦ bikeeÕ shikeeÕ d¼¼ nikeeÕ yikÕiimÁÁz. 
 car 3-shoe 1-shoe Conj 2-shoe 3-over-3-roll.P 
 (The tire rolled over my shoe and your shoe.) 
 
Alternatively, the second clause of (19) can be reduced to a shorter, parenthetical comment 
consisting of a conjunction and a noun phrase that has the same role as the object of the 
incorporated postposition:  
 
(64) Chid¦ bikeeÕ shikeeÕ yikÕiimÁÁz ÕÁÁd¼¼ nikeeÕ. 
 car 3-shoe 1-shoe 3-over 3-over-3-roll.P Conj 2-shoe 
 The tire rolled over my shoe and then your shoe. 
 
I I . Can you onl y coordi nate l i ke consti tuents? 
 
(65) N¦yoltsoh baa neis¢yeel. 

hurricane 3-about 1-dream.P 
I dreamed about a hurricane. 

 
(66) Chid¦ naatÕaÕ¦ naashtaÕgo baa neis¢yeel. 

airplane  3-1-fly.CI-GO 3-about 1-dream.P 
I dreamed about flying an airplane. 

 
In fact, it is grammatical to coordinate these arguments despite the apparent fact that n¦yoltsoh is a 
noun phrase and chid¦ naatÕaÕ¦ naashtaÕgo is a subordinate clause: 
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(67) N¦yoltsoh d¼¼ chid¦ naatÕaÕ¦ naashtaÕgo baa neis¢yeel. 

hurricane Conj airplane  3-1-fly.CI-GO Conj 3-about 1-dream.P 
I dreamed about flying a plane and a hurricane. 

 
 
Appendi x  
I . The Questi ons 

• What counts as adequate description for a language? 
• What is the nature of the mapping between syntax and semantics? 
• How can a linguist know when two languages are doing the same thing? 
• Which Navajo particles are conjunctions? 

 
I I . Coordi nati on vs. Subordi nati on  
 
  X     VP     S 
   | 
X       Conj X   CP  V       CP         S 
 
            S      (C)     S C 

           complementation    modification 
coordination                      subordination    
 
Coordination: the two constituents have equal status. 
Subordination: one constituent modifies or is an argument of the other. 
 
Coordination 

(1) [ChÕiyÁÁn tÕ¼¼ Õahay¼¦] ndi  [t¼ ÕÁdin]. 
 food many Conj water none 
 ThereÕs lots of food but no water.  (YM 1987:605) 

Complementation 
(2) [Mary  JÁan  doo  deyÁh¦g¼¼ da]  n¦zin. 
 M J neg 3-go.to-Impf neg 3-think 
 Mary thinks John is not going anywhere. 

Modification 
(3) [Hast¼¦ biÂ dah¼zh! Ðgo] nÁkai.  
 Men  3.with.Pl.happy.comp.3.Pl.P.return 
 The men returned happy. 

(Are these distinctions meaningful for Navajo and Dene/Athapascan?)   
 
Here is an example of a particle that is not a conjunction:  
 
(4) NeezdÁago Õ¦nda yiy¦¦Âts£. 
 3-sit.P-Comp only.then 3-3-see.P 
 Only when s/he sat down did s/he see it. 
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(5) ÕAd££d££Õ Õ¦nda chid¦ naanaÕ¦ nis¢Âb££z. 
 yesterday only.then car 3-crawl-Nom  3-1-drive.P 

Yesterday was the first time that I ever drove a tractor.  (YM 1987:472) 
Õànda connects a temporal adverb to the main clause. 
 
I I I . How can we di sti ngui sh among these? 
 
Easy cases 
ItÕs easy if the constituents arenÕt clauses; then youÕve got coordination: 
 
(6) ÕAÂkÕid££Õ Naabeeh¼ bik¢yah bikÁaÕgi chÕil d¼¼ t¼ bee ÕÁdaÕaziin ̀ t Õ¢¢Õ jin¦. 

formerly Navajo 3-country 3-top-in grass Conj water 3-P plentiful PPrt 4-say 
It is said that formerly water and grass were plentiful in the Navajo country. (YM 
1987:10) 

 
(7) Charlie doodago Daniel n¦kÁ ÕadoolwoÂ. 
 Charlie Conj Daniel 2-after SUP-will-run.F 
 Either Charlie will help you or Daniel. 
 
(8) BiiÕ sitÂ¢Õ¢ doodai iÕ bÁÁh Âikan¦ daatsÕ¦ n¦n¦zin?   
 pie Conj cake possibly 3-2-want 
 Do you possibly want pie or cake? 
 
The conjunctions d¼¼, doodago, and doodaiiÕ can also conjoin clauses: 
 
(9) 'Ashkii bi'¢¢' hazh¼'¼ 'ay¦yiishchid d¼¼ '¼lta' g¼ne' yah '¦¦yÁ. 
 boy 3-shirt nicely 3-3-tuck.P Conj school areal-in  3-in 3-go.P 

The boy tucked his shirt tail in nicely and went into the classroom. (YM 1987:3) 
 
(10) D¦¦ Õ¢¢tsoh ÕÁdÁnahÁÂniih doodago ÕÁdÁnahideeshnih. 
 this coat reflex.3-2-buy.CI  Conj  reflex.3-1-future-buy.F 
 Buy this coat for yourself or else IÕll buy it for myself. 
 
(11) Sh¦kÁ ÕanÁn¦lwoÕ doodai iÕ tÕÁadoo shaa nÁn¦tÕ¦n¦.  
 1-after  3-run.Iter Conj  just-neg 1-to 2-1-bother.I 

Help me or else don't bother me! (YM 1987:350) 
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RSP (Ridi cul ous-Sounding Proposal ) (a.k.a. IÕll know it if I see it.): ItÕs coordination if 
the English gloss uses coordination.   
 
(12) Ts¢  s¢taÂgo  ch££h  d¢goÕ. 

rock on-1-Pf-stub-go on.the.face 1-Pf-fell.flat 
I stubbed my toe on a rock and fell flat on my face. (YM 1987: 801) 

 Stubbing my toe on a rock, I fell flat on my face. 
 When I stubbed my toe on a rock, I fell flat on my face. 
 
By meaning? (Not quite just another version of the RSP) 
 
(13) ChÕiyÁÁn Õ¦¦shÂaa ÕÁÁd¼¼ daÕiid££Õ. 
 Food 1-make.P Conj 1Pl-eat.P 

I cooked and then we ate. (YM 1987:1) 
 

(14) ÕAd££d££Õ Õay¼o deesdoigo bi ni i naa shib¢¢gashii ÕaÂtso 
yesterday very hot- go  because my-cattle all 

taah yikai. 
into-water got-into 

Because it was so hot yesterday, my cattle all got into the water.Õ (YM 1987:795) 
 
Logical conjunction (or disjunction) is syntactic conjunction; other connectives (conditionals, 
causation) are not.  But is there any principled reason from which it follows that causation cannot 
be represented by a syntactic conjunction? 
 
I f  the connecti ve i s a cl i t i c, i tÕs a subordi nator; i f  i tÕs a separate word, i tÕs a 
conjuncti on (Is there any reason this should be so?) 
 
By syntax It would be very nice to have some movement rule that could apply to modifying 
clauses but not to coordinate structures, but we donÕt have any. Complement clauses are a 
different situation: 
 
(15) HÁÁg¼¼lÁ JÁan jidoogÁÁÂ sh¼Õn¦. 
 where-to John 4-go.F 1-3-say 
 Where does John expect me to go.  (Schauber 1975:131) 
 
Another puzzle: Sometimes doodaiiÕ is used after a clause bearing the complementizer -go and 
before another clause: 
 
(16) [NaatÕÁanii yÁÕÁtÕ¢ego  tÕÁadoo leÕ¢ yin¦tÕ»¥go doo ÕÁk!! yiniiy¢ ÕÁdiÂ niidÁah da.]  
 TÕ¼¼ naaltsoos ÕÁk!! Õ¦¦ÂÕ»¥go doodai iÕ b¢¢sh da yee halneÕgo ÂaÕ yiyiiÂ'¥¥h,  

[A good leader does not tire himself out running around here and there whenever 
something comes up.] He writes a letter or makes a telephone call to take care of it. (YM 
1987:649) 
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By assumption (because we know one when we see one?) -go subordinates clauses. Then what is 
doodaiiÕ doing here? 
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