Is Small Scale Nuclear Energy an Option for Alaska?
Exploratory Workshop
Hosted by:
Alaska Energy Authority and University of Alaska
December 9-10, 2010
Dena’ina Conference Center
K’enakatnu (Knik) Board Room
Anchorage, Alaska
Purpose of Workshop: The workshop goal is to provide a comprehensive overview of small scale nuclear technology and its potential applications in Alaska. The workshop will provide a forum to discuss the current status of small-scale modular nuclear power technologies including design and permitting considerations, safety and security, economics, ownership structure, nuclear industry resources and environmental issues. This information will help identify next steps, if any, in considering this technology for Alaska. 

Thursday, December 9th 
8:30 am Introductions and Welcome (Mike Harper, AEA and Gwen Holdmann, UAF ACEP) 

8:45 am Setting the stage – why consider nuclear? (Gwen Holdmann, UAF ACEP) 

9:00 am Technology Overview Panel (Moderator, Dennis Witmer, Energy Efficiency Evaluations) 

· SMR technology overview (Vince Gilbert, EXCEL Services Corporation) 
· DOE experience with small modular reactors and planned feasibility studies (Craig Welling, Office of Nuclear Energy, U.S. DOE) 

· Canadian nuclear experience and potential opportunities for remote northern communities (Jay Harris, Canadian Nuclear Society) 

11:00 am Break 
11:15 am Galena Toshiba 4S Proposed Project Lessons Learned (Moderator, Marvin Yoder) 

· History of Galena project (Marvin Yoder) 

· White Paper studies on Galena (Philip Moor, High Bridge Associates) 

· NRC Galena perspective (Bill Reckley, Nuclear Regulatory Commission) 

12:15 pm Working Lunch. Nuclear Workforce Issues and Academic Programs - Presentation by Denis Beller, University of Nevada Las Vegas. 

1:30 pm Potential Economics of Deploying and Operating Small Modular Reactors in Alaska 
(Moderator, Ginny Fay, UAA ISER) 

· Outlining the Alaska situation (Ginny Fay, UAA ISER) 

· ISER economic feasibility model – where could nuclear energy fit in the Alaska energy portfolio? (Tobias Schworer, UAA ISER) 

· Industry operating cost benchmarking (Vince Gilbert, EXCEL Services Corp) 

2:45 pm Break

3:00 pm Project Ownership and Financing (Moderator, David Lockard, Alaska Energy Authority) 
· The Alaska utility perspective (TBD) 

· Financing options for large energy projects in Alaska (James Hemsath, Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority) 

· Discussion of project ownership structure (Phil Moor, High Bridge Associates) 

· Financing mechanisms for projects (Craig Welling, Office of Nuclear Energy, U.S. DOE) 

4:00 pm Summary and questions/comments, review agenda for Friday 
4:30 pm Adjourn 

Friday, December 10th 
8:30 am Introductions (if needed) 

8:45 am Regulatory and Permitting Requirements Panel (Moderator, Dennis Witmer, Energy Efficiency Evaluations) 

· Federal requirements overview (Bill Reckley, Nuclear Regulatory Commission) 

· American Nuclear Society SMR activities (Philip Moor, High Bridge Associates) 

· State and local permitting requirements overview (Tom Crafford, Manager, Large Project Permitting Office, Alaska Department of Natural Resources) 

· How do we incorporate state and federal regulatory requirements into a business plan? (Vince Gilbert, EXCEL Services Corporation) 

10:15 am Break 
10:30 am Legislative Update (Moderator, James Hemsath, Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority) 

· Changes to Alaska State Statutes related to nuclear energy development (Michael Pawlowski, Legislative Aid, Alaska State Senate Energy and Resources Committee) 

· Federal legislative update (Isaac Edwards, Senior Counsel, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee) 
11:00 am Societal and Environmental Considerations Panel (Bruce Tiedeman, Alaska Energy Authority) 

· Environmental community perspectives (Caitlin Higgins, Alaska Conservation Alliance) 

· Public perception/acceptance of nuclear energy (Denis Beller, University of Nevada Las Vegas) 

· Native Alaskan perspective (Chad Baker, Chugach Alaska Corporation) 

· NRC environmental review process (Bill Reckley, Nuclear Regulatory Commission) 

· Canadian perspective on nuclear energy use in remote locations (Jay Harris, Canadian Nuclear Society) 

1:00 pm Break for Lunch. Presentation by Vince Gilbert, EXCEL Services Corporation on Nuclear Industry Resources. 
2:00 pm Break out discussions (7-10 people per group with a moderator) 
· Group 1: Economics and Financial Considerations

· Group 2: Barriers to Development 

3:00 pm Present results from break out groups 
4:00 pm Wrap up and final comments 
4:30 pm Adjourn

